[Thoracoscopic repair of esophageal atresia].
We present the first three cases of esophageal atresia with tracheoesophageal fistula treated with a thoracoscopic approach in our Service. The technique was accomplished through three trocar inserted in the right hemithorax. Carbon dioxide insufflation was required for lung retraction Primary correction was carried out in all the cases without major perioperative complications. The mean surgical time was 240 minutes. One patient had an anastomotic leak, resulting in a complicated postoperative course. The leak healed on conservative treatment. The others two patients were fed at the seventh postoperative day. Mean hospital stay in these cases was 12 days. Although thoracoscopic repair of esophageal atresia with fistula is a currently feasible technique that offers different advantages on the conventional open technique, a greater number of cases is needed in order to advance in the learning curve and determine the exact place that this technique can have in the future treatment of esophageal atresia.